A Message from the Editor This is a big issue of Public Health Reports (PHR), and I mean literally big. The issue contains more pages than any other bimonthly issue of PHR in at least the past five years. One reason is a 22-page report from the National Vaccine Advisory Committee (NVAC) on the state of vaccine confidence in the United States. By vaccine confidence, the NVAC means the level of trust that parents and health-care providers place in vaccines, vaccine providers, and the processes by which vaccines are licensed and recommended. For me, this is an especially interesting report because it covers a subject that is crucial to maintaining high vaccination coverage in the U.S. population, but is also inadequately understood. As the NVAC points out, although we in public health have good ways to monitor vaccination coverage, we have far fewer ways to monitor vaccine confidence, especially where the information is needed most-at the community level. The report indicates a need for better information and better tools to increase confidence in vaccines.
At this time of year, with the holidays fast approaching, PHR often has published commentaries from the Surgeon General on the health aspects of the holiday season, particularly mental health. Surgeon General Vivek H. Murthy has made mental health a focus of his tenure. The subject is especially personal to him because his family lost an uncle living with an untreated mental illness to suicide. In this issue's Surgeon General's Perspectives, Dr. Murthy ties the holiday season to finding better ways to make sure people get the mental health care they need. One way to do this, he writes, is to engage faith-based organizations. Temples, churches, mosques, synagogues, and other houses of worship, he writes, can be powerful voices for mental health best practices, and the holiday season is the perfect time to lay the groundwork for this endeavor.
In our Executive Perspective column, Dr. Boris D. Lushniak, the former Acting Surgeon General, presents a colorful recollection of the work done by U.S. Public Health Service (USPHS) Commissioned Corps volunteers in the battle against Ebola during the past year. The Corps was the only U.S. government entity providing direct patient care in West Africa during the epidemic. Officers at the USPHS Monrovia Medical Unit in Liberia treated Ebola patients who were health-care providers or staff members. Dr. Lushniak's perspective and accompanying photographs (including the photograph on this issue's cover) give readers a glimpse of the challenges faced by the officers who served in Monrovia.
As always, other articles in the issue cover a wide assortment of topics, from tuberculosis testing to homelessness. A number of articles cover issues especially important to state and local health departments, such as the article by Pallas et al. on the relationship between economic conditions and local health departments' revenue and personnel levels. In this issue's Law and the Public's Health column, Professor Sara Rosenbaum discusses the recent Supreme Court decision, King v. Burwell.
I wish you all happy holidays, and happy reading.
Frederic E. Shaw, MD, JD Editor in Chief
